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has the basic tools needed to exercise his or her rights as a consumer. 
Those rights include: the right to be free of unfair monopolies, which 
limit selection of products and services; the right to healthful and safe 
products; and the right to be heard when products do not meet accepta­
ble standards. These rights are based on fundamental principles of 
freedom and fairness, and their preservation goes hand in hand with 
the success of our free enterprise system. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
October 20, 1991, as National Consumers Week. I urge business 
owners, educators, public officials, consumer leaders, and members of 
the media to observe this week with appropriate activities that empha­
size the important role consumers play in keeping our markets open, 
competitive, and fair. I also urge them to highlight the importance of 
education in helping citizens to become responsible consumers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of October, in the year of oiu" Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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National Down Syndrome Awareness Month, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Down Syndrome is one of the most common congenital causes of 
mental retardation. According to the Department of Health and Human 
Services, it affects approximately 4,000 babies in the United States 
each year. At one time in our history, people with Down Syndrome 
were stigmatized or, all too frequently, committed to institutions. Now 
they are benefitting from important advances in research, education, 
and health care. 

Today we know that many individuals with Down Syndrome are both 
determined and able to lead active, productive lives. Thanks to early 
intervention and mainsfreaming, as well as improved treatment of 
physical health problems related to Down Syndrome, thousands are 
doing just that. 

In recent years, more and more parents have been able to obtain the 
information and support that they need to cope with the unique chal­
lenges of rearing a child with Down Syndrome. Through special classes 
and mainstream programs in schools, more and more young people 
with this developmental disability are joining in the exciting process of 
learning and discovery. Many are also working to achieve their fullest 
potential through vocational training and independent living programs. 
Their achievements, underscored by recent television appearances of 
actors with Down Syndrome, are helping to dispel old myths and mis­
conceptions about the disorder. 
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Much of this progress has been made possible by the vision and hard 
work of concerned researchers, physicians, educators, and parents, in­
cluding members of private voluntary organizations such as the Nation­
al Down Syndrome Congress and the National Down Syndrome Socie­
ty. Working together with government agencies, these Americans have 
helped to affirm the God-given abilities and worth of persons with 
Down Syndrome. This month, we express our admiration and our sup­
port for their efforts. 

To help promote greater understanding of Down Syndrome, the Con­
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 131, has designated the month of Oc­
tober 1991 as "National Down Syndrome Awareness Month" and has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob­
servance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1991 as National 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month. I invite all Americans to observe 
this month with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6362 of October 21,1991 

United Nations Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As its Charter states, the United Nations was envisioned "to save suc­
ceeding generations from the scourge of war . . . to reaffirm faith in fun­
damental human rights . . . in the equal rights of men and women and 
of nations large and small, and to establish conditions xmder which jus­
tice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other 
sources of international law can be maintained, and to promote social 
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom." Today the 
United Nations has an opportunity unparalleled in its 46-year history to 
fulfill the promise of its Charter. 

In the past year, the United Nations has played a dramatic role in re­
pelling aggression and vindicating the right of all states to live in 
peace. Indeed, it has proved that it can be an effective vehicle for pro­
moting international cooperation and security. During the crisis in the 
Gulf, the U.N. condemned Iraqi aggression and took necessary and pro­
portional steps to ensure peace and security in the region. It has also 
demonstrated exemplary compassion in addressing the human tragedy 
wrought by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, the ensuing armed conflict, and 
subsequent Iraqi actions against its own citizens. 

Today we know that, with the building of consensus and cooperation 
among its members, the United Nations can meet serious and sudden 
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